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pride of obstinacy of the Sovereign. The King himself had
a real love for his country, and honestly desired to do his
duty by it. But from his boyhood upwards he had been
governed by one fixed idea. * George, be a King/ his mother
had said to him with earnest repetition, and when he came to
the throne as George III. he resolved to ' be a King' at all
costs by enforcing his own will upon the Government, instead
of leaving the great affairs of State to statesmen, of Pitt's
quality and character. It was owing largely to the personal
obstinacy of the monarch that when a congress of the various
colonies of North America was called at Philadelphia, and
formulated moderate and reasonable demands for the with-
drawal of the objectionable taxes, these were flouted by the
English Government, and the growing spirit of resentment in
the colonies was dangerously inflamed.

CHAPTER XXIV
BROKEN  BONDS

THE first shots in the Civil War which now broke out were
fired in the year 1775. For some months it had been evident
to General Gage, Lord Percy, and the British officers in
command of the English garrisons of Massachusetts that
trouble was in the wind, and that stores of ammunition were
being secretly accumulated by the people. At Quarry Hill,
near Boston, some of these stores had been seized by an
English regiment sent by General Gage, who. meanwhile took
the precaution of fortifying Boston neck. Immediately a riot
broke out in the cities of Boston and Cambridge, quelled only
after some street-fighting and bloodshed. Then the people of
Salem began to mount cannon at the foot of their bridge, and
again General Gage sent 300 men under Colonel Leslie to
stop the work. The. English soldiers were received by excited
crowds of townsmen, and across the bridge soldiers aad